Thoughts to Ponder

When praying...

"The church may be composed of those who are poor and uneducated; but if
they have learned of Christ the science of prayer, the church will have
power to move the arm of Omnipotence. The true people of God will have
an influence that will tell upon hearts. It is not the wealth or the educated
ability which the members of the church may possess that constitutes
their efficiency. The members of the church may have been so situated that
they may have had every spiritual advantage, they may have been so situated
that they have had opportunity to know the truth, to know Jesus Christ their
Lord; but notwithstanding their advantages, if they are not humble,
praying men and women, there will not be with them the hiding of the
power of God. They will not exert that influence that will be far reaching as
eternity in its results, and men will not see their good works, and glorify God
because of his people’s faithfulness. It is when the Sun of Righteousness
shines forth from the people of God that Christ is glorified and his
kingdom advanced. It is then that they are chosen vessels of salvation,
and are fit for the Master’s use." —Signs of the Times, September 11,
1893. Par. 4

It is when we are engaged in earnest work, working according to our several
abilities, that God manifests Himself to us, and gives us grace for grace. A
working church in travail for souls will be a praying church, a believing
church, and a receiving church. A church whose members are found
upon their knees before God, supplicating His mercy, seeking Him
daily, is a church that is feeding upon the bread of life, and drinking of
the waters of life. The promise, “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My
name, He will give it you,” will be verified to them. { TM 205.1}
Christlike activity pursued with persevering zeal will bring large
returns. There will be an enlarged experience in love, and the human
agents will have elevated views as to what God would do through them
as they stand at their post of duty. Then will the church arise and shine,
realizing that the glory of the Lord has risen upon her, and that darkness 1s
receding. { TM 205.2}

Missionary success will be proportionate to wholehearted, thoroughly
consecrated effort. Every departure from true missionary effort, every
failure to cherish the missionary spirit, has reacted upon the church, and



there has been a decline of spirituality. But every earnest effort that has
been made in missionary lines has brought spiritual health to the
church, and has not only increased the membership of the church, but
has increased its holy zeal and gladness. { TM 205.3}

In seeking to help others...

SpM 144.2

We live in a hard, unfeeling, uncharitable world. Satan and his confederacy
are plying every art to seduce the souls for whom Christ has given his
precious life. Every one who loves God in sincerity and truth, will love the
souls for whom Christ has died. If we wish to do good to souls, our success
with these souls will be in proportion to their belief in our confidence in
them and appreciation of them. Respect shown to the struggling human
soul is the sure means through Christ Jesus of the restoration of the self-
respect the man has lost. Our advancing ideas of what he may become is a
help we can not ourselves fully appreciate. We have need of the rich grace of
God every hour, then we will have a rich, practical experience, for God is
love. He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God. Give love to them that need
it most. The most unfortunate, those who have the most disagreeable
temperaments, need our love, our tenderness, our compassion. Those
who try our patience need most love. We pass through the world only
once; any good thing we can do, we should do most earnestly, untiringly,
with the same spirit as is stated of Christ in his work. He will not fail nor be
discouraged. The rough, stubborn, sullen dispositions are the ones who
need help the most. How can they be helped? Only by that love
practiced in dealing with them which Christ revealed to fallen men.
Treat them, you say, as they deserve? What if Christ had treated us
thus? He, the undeserving, was treated as we deserve. Still we are treated by
Christ with grace and love as we did not deserve, but as he deserved. Treat
some characters as you think they richly deserve, and you will cut off
from them the last thread of hope, spoil your influence, and ruin the
soul. Will it pay? No, I say no, a hundred times no. Bind these souls who
need all the help it is possible for you to give them close to a loving,
sympathizing, pitying heart, overflowing with Christ-like love, and you will
save a soul from death and hide a multitude of sins. Had we not better try
the love process? { SpM 144.2 }



