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True Branches of the Living Vine
A Compilation

John 15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch
in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit,
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the
word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a
man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men
gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my
disciples.”

An Introductory Thought

I was sitting in my chair just before starting on a long journey, and I lost myself,
and I will tell you what was presented to me. “I am the true vine. ...” Whatever
your disposition, whatever your temperament, unless you are molded and
fashioned after Christ’s likeness you will never meet Him in peace. “I am the
vine,” was presented in such clearness. {Ms73-1910.10} ... Get your eye
fastened upon the Lamb of Calvary who for our sakes gave His own life that we
might be saved. He is a true Branch, and as I sat in my chair and this

was presented to me, I thought I never saw anything so beautiful in my life. I
lost all consciousness of everything around me. Strive to be a true branch of
the living vine. ... We have a Christ to look to. We have One that will uphold and
sustain us at every step. Well, then, let us not give up to any

discouragements. {Ms73-1910.22}

John 1:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.”

“I am the True Vine.” (vs. 1)

"I am the true Vine," He says. Instead of choosing the graceful palm, the
lofty cedar, or the strong oak, Jesus takes the vine with its clinging
tendrils to represent Himself. The palm tree, the cedar, and the oak stand
alone. They require no support. But the vine entwines about the trellis, and
thus climbs heavenward. So Christ in His humanity was dependent upon
divine power. "I can of Mine own self do nothing," He declared. John
5:30. {DA 674.3}
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"I am the true Vine." The Jews had always regarded the vine as the most noble
of plants, and a type of all that was powerful, excellent, and fruitful. Israel
had been represented as a vine which God had planted in the Promised
Land [Isa. 5:7]. The Jews based their hope of salvation on the fact of their
connection with Israel. But Jesus says, I am the real Vine. Think not that
through a connection with Israel you may become partakers of the life of God,
and inheritors of His promise. Through Me alone is spiritual life

received. {DA 675.1}

“My Father is the husbandman.” (vs. 1)

The Divine Husbandman planted a goodly vine upon the hills of Palestine.
But the men of Israel despised this root of heavenly origin. In a rage they
cast it over their vineyard wall; they bruised it, and trampled it under their
indignant feet, and hoped that they had destroyed it

forever. The Husbandman removed the broken vine, and concealed it from
their sight. Again he planted it, but in such a manner that the stock was no
longer visible. The branches hung over the wall, and grafts might be
joined to it, but the stem itself was placed beyond the power of men to
reach or harm. {RH September 11, 1883, par. 3}

“The garden of Eden was not only Adam’s dwelling, but his school-room. As
in that school, so in the school of the earth, two trees are planted, the tree of
life, which bears the fruit of true education, and the tree of knowledge,
yielding the fruit of ‘science falsely so-called.” All that have connection with
Christ have access to the tree of life, a source of knowledge of which the
world is ignorant. After sin entered this world, the heavenly

husbandman transplanted the tree of life to the paradise above, but its
branches hang over the wall to the lower world. {PH140 7.3}

John 15:2 “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more
fruit.”

“Every branch in me....” (vs. 2)

Now here is our work. “Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh
away.” What does it mean? It means that you should work out His teachings
in truth and righteousness to the world. It is not enough to have your name
on the church book. It is enough to go down into the water and be baptized,
to come up out of the water with a solemn pledge that you are dead to the
world. {Ms130-1909.15} “Every branch that beareth not fruit should be taken
away.” Do you want to be taken away? What part do you bear? What
evidence have you that you belong to Jesus Christ? What evidence do you
bear to the world around you? What sacrifice did you make to save the
shillings and the dollars? It will all be counted just as it is. I want everyone to
understand it. Christ will make no mistake in this matter. The heavenly angels,
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Christ, and the Father are perfectly united. They that will not create a second
rebellion in heaven will be there. {Ms130-1909.16}

The fruit borne in the life is the only sign to the world, to angels, and to men
as to whether the human agent has a vital connection with Christ or not. It is
sure evidence that we are branches of the living vine if we manifest in life
and character the attributes of Christ. {Lt34-1894.15}

When we not only talk, but live our religion, we shall show that we are
branches of the living Vine. {Ms97-1909.12}

What we need is the presence of Jesus Christ. We want His truth shining in
our hearts, pervading all our life actions. This will determine whether or
not we are branches of the true vine. {Ms37-1908.7}

By the character of the fruit of the daily life, by the self-denial and self-
sacrifice for the good of others, it is made evident that we are branches of
the true vine, conforming our lives unto the divine pattern. {Lt34-1894.17}

Meekness is a fruit of the Spirit, and an evidence that we are branches of the
living God. The abiding presence of meekness is an unmistakable evidence
that we are branches of the True Vine, and are bearing much fruit. It is
an evidence that we are by faith beholding the King in his beauty and
becoming changed into his likeness. Where meekness exists, the natural
tendencies are under the control of the Holy Spirit. Meekness is not a species
of cowardice. It is the spirit which Christ manifested when suffering injury,
when enduring insult and abuse. To be meek is not to surrender our rights; but
it is the preservation of self-control under provocation to give way to anger or
to the spirit of retaliation. Meekness will not allow passion to take the

lines. {ST August 22, 1895, par. 3}

“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away” (vs. 2)

Every branch of the vine, subjected to the pruning of the wise
Husbandman, will bring forth clusters of precious fruit. “The fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance.” The branch can maintain its connection with the
living vine only on condition that it bear fruit. Said Christ, “If ye keep

my commandments, ye shall abide in my love.” And to each disciple is
addressed the solemn warning, “Every branch in me [every one who claims
connection with me] that beareth not fruit, he taketh away.” Such a one is
after a time overcome by temptation, and at last wholly separated from
Christ. {RH September 20, 1881, par. 5}

Although we are in Christ Jesus by His covenant of promise, yet if we stand
in a position of perfect indifference, without acknowledging Him as

our Saviour, we bear no fruit. If by failing to be a partaker of His divine
nature we bear no fruit, we are taken away. Worldly influences take us away
from Christ, and our portion is the same as that of the unfruitful
branch.{Ms85-1901.2}

We now have an opportunity to be fruit-bearing branches of the True Vine;
but if we are careless and indifferent, what will be our condition?—We
shall be fruitless; we shall be taken away. {1888 547.1}
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“Every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more
fruit.” (vs. 2)

The pruning will cause pain, but it is the Father who applies the knife. He
works with no wanton hand or indifferent heart. There are branches trailing
upon the ground; these must be cut loose from the earthly supports to
which their tendrils are fastening. They are to reach heavenward, and find
their support in God. The excessive foliage that draws away the life current
from the fruit must be pruned off. The overgrowth must be cut out, to give
room for the healing beams of the Sun of Righteousness. The husbandman
prunes away the harmful growth, that the fruit may be richer and more
abundant. {DA 676.6}

The fruit borne on the Christian tree is "love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." Rich clusters of this
precious fruit will appear on every branch that is subjected to the pruning of
the wise Husbandman. The result of union with Christ is purification of
heart, a circumspect life, and a faultless character. Yet those who have
attained to this degree of Christian perfection are the last to claim that they
have any merits of their own. {ST, March 10, 1887 par. 10}

God is constantly pruning his people, cutting off profuse, spreading
branches, that they may bear fruit to his glory, and not produce leaves
only. Idols must be given up, the conscience must become more tender,
the meditations of the heart must be spiritual, and the entire character
must become symmetrical. {ST, March 10, 1887 par. 12}

There is a constant tendency among the trees of the Lord to be more
profuse in foliage than in fruit. Just as the strength and nourishment of the
grape-vine are taken up in abundant foliage, and the fruit is not brought to
perfection unless the vine is pruned, so the strength of the Christian will fail
of its true end, unless the heavenly husbandman prunes away the useless
growth. In prosperity the followers of Jesus often turn their thoughts and
energies toward gratifying themselves, to securing worldly treasure, to the
enjoyment of ease and pleasure and luxury, and they bring forth little fruit to
the glory of God; then the heavenly husbandman, in order to promote the
fruitfulness of the branches, comes with the pruning-knife of
disappointment, loss, or bereavement, and cuts away the hindering
growth. {RH April 10, 1894, par. 7} ... Our sorrows do not spring out of the
ground. In every affliction God has a purpose to work out for our good. Every
blow that destroys an idol, every providence that weakens our hold upon
earth and fastens our affections more firmly upon God, is a blessing. ...
We should receive with gratitude whatever will quicken the conscience,
elevate the thoughts, and ennoble the life. The fruitless branches are cut

off and cast into the fire. Let us be thankful that through painful pruning, we
may retain a connection with the living Vine; for if we suffer with Christ, we
shall also reign with him. {RH April 10, 1894, par. 9}

In prosperity the followers of Jesus often turn their thoughts and energies to
gratifying themselves, to securing earthly treasure, to enjoying the ease and
pleasure and luxury of the world, while they bring forth little fruit to the glory
of God. Then the Husbandman, to promote the fruitfulness of the branches,
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comes with the pruning-knife of disappointment, loss, or bereavement,
and cuts away the hindering growth. {RH September 11, 1883, par. 11}

If you have trials, do not think that you are cast away and are not children
of God because you have trials. We are to give proof by bearing these trials
and pressing close to Jesus Christ in prayer, in submission, in giving our
will to the will of Christ, that His will shall be manifest in us. It means
everything to us. {Ms77-1910.2}

In order that we may die to self, we are called upon to endure trial, and
when the chastening hand of the Lord is laid upon us, we are not to fret
and complain, not to rebel, not to worry ourselves out of the hand of
Christ. We are to humble ourselves before God, pleading with him to give us
rest and peace. We enter the furnace of affliction with our hearts darkened
by selfishness; but if patient under the crucial test, we shall come forth
reflecting the divine image, as gold tried in the fire. “No chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised

thereby.” {ST December 10, 1896, par. 9}

John 15:3 “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto

2

you.

“Now ye are clean.” (vs. 3)

“Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.” That is,
they are clean in their understanding. {Ms77-1910.5}

“Now ye are clean”—how?—*“through (obedience to) the Word which I
have spoken unto you.” [Verses 1-3.] {Lt362-1907.6}

To dwell and abide in Christ is to dwell and abide in His Word; it is to
bring heart and character into conformity to His commands. In the
parable of the vine and the branches, Jesus shows the vital connection that
must exist between Himself and His followers.{SWk 52.1} The branches
represent the believers in Jesus Christ. Those who truly believe, will do
the same works that He did. They are united to Christ by the faith that
works by love and purifies the soul. As the branch is nourished by the sap
which flows from the parent stock, so the believer in Christ is sustained
by the life of Christ. {SWk 52.2}

The word of Christ is the bread of life that is furnished for every soul that
liveth. To refuse to eat this bread is death. He that neglects to partake of

the word of God shall not see life. Receiving the word is believing the word,
and this is eating Christ’s flesh, drinking his blood. To dwell and abide in
Christ, is to dwell and abide in his word,; it is to bring heart and character
into conformity to his commands. {RH January 14, 1896, par. 3}

In order to maintain spiritual life and health, we must feed on Jesus
Christ, which is studying his word, and doing those things that he has
commanded in that word. This will constitute a close union with Christ. The
branch that bears fruit must be in the vine, a part of it, receiving nourishment
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from the parent stalk. This is living by faith upon the Son of God. {RH June
22,1897, par. 16}

John 15:4 “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.”

“Abide in me.” (vs. 4)

"I am the Vine, ye are the branches," Christ said to His disciples. Though He
was about to be removed from them, their spiritual union with Him was to
be unchanged. The connection of the branch with the vine, He said,
represents the relation you are to sustain to Me. The scion is engrafted
into the living vine, and fiber by fiber, vein by vein, it grows into the vine
stock. The life of the vine becomes the life of the branch. So the soul dead
in trespasses and sins receives life through connection with Christ. By
faith in Him as a personal Saviour the union is formed. The sinner unites his
weakness to Christ's strength, his emptiness to Christ's fullness, his
frailty to Christ's enduring might. Then he has the mind of Christ. The
humanity of Christ has touched our humanity, and our humanity has touched
divinity. Thus through the agency of the Holy Spirit man becomes a partaker
of the divine nature. He is accepted in the Beloved. {DA 675.3}

When the sinner has repented of his sins, and is united to Christ, as

the branch is engrafted on the vine, a deep and earnest love pervades his being
which death cannot quench. The nature of the man is changed and he is a
partaker of the divine nature. He loves the things which Christ loves, and
hates that which He hates. His desires are in harmony with the will of
God. He treasures up the words of Christ, and they abide in him. The life-
giving principle of the Saviour is communicated to the Christian. Just

so the little rod, leafless, and apparently lifeless is engrafted into the living
vine, and fiber by fiber, vein by vein, drinks life and strength from it till it
becomes a flourishing branch of the parent stalk. {ST January 24, 1878, par.
3} The condition of this union is plainly specified: “If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s
commandments, and abide in his love.” The commandments of the Father are
the commandments of the Son. In this union with Christ, finite man,
dependent and worthless, is exalted by a connection with the

Infinite, even as the engrafted branch draws nourishment from the vine which
results in the production of fruit. The follower of Christ derives from him
wisdom, strength and righteousness. Without Christ he cannot be
reconciled to God, whose law he has transgressed. Without Christ he is
unable to subdue a single sin or overcome the smallest temptation. The
soul united to Christ as the branch to the vine is accepted of God through the
merits of his Son, and becomes an object of the Father’s special care. {ST
January 24, 1878, par. 4}

“This figure of the vine is a perfect symbol. God sent his Son from the
heavenly courts to a world seared and marred with the curse. In Christ was
righteousness, peace, life—every blessing necessary for man’s happiness. {RH
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September 20, 1881, par. 2} In this vine is all spiritual life. From Christ’s
fullness alone can we obtain nourishment unto eternal life. {RH September
20, 1881, par. 3} The scion becomes a part of the living vine by forming a
perfect union with it. Thus it is with the sinner. By repentance and faith,
he becomes connected with Jesus Christ, and lives in him. This connection
joins soul to soul,—the finite with the infinite. But, contrary to nature, the
branch which has been united with the true vine brings forth, not fruit of
its own kind, but the fruit of the vine of which it has become a part. The
Spirit of Christ, flowing into the hearts of all who are indeed united with him,
makes them partakers of the divine nature. They become pure, even as he is
pure. {RH September 20, 1881, par. 4}

Have you wandered from your Saviour into paths of disobedience? The
blessings He bestows are all upon condition that you “come to me.”

These blessings cannot be enjoyed apart from Christ, but will be freely,
gladly imparted and enjoyed when you shall come to Him in close
fellowship. With Christ your peace is assured. You are to come to Christ, to
stay with Christ....{Ms194-1898 It is not a casual touch with Christ that is
needed, but it is to abide with Him. He called you to abide with Him.

He does not propose to you a short-lived blessedness that is realized
occasionally through earnest seeking of the Lord and passes away as you
engage in the common duties of life. Your abiding with Christ makes every
necessary duty light, for He bears the weight of every burden. He has prepared
for you to abide with Him. This means that you are to be conscious of an
abiding Christ, that you are continually with Christ, where your mind is
encouraged and strengthened because you have put on Christ; then you
can “quit you like men, be strong” 1 Corinthians 16:13. {Ms194-1898} Have
you, have I, fully comprehended the gracious call, “Come unto me”? He

says, “Abide in me,” not Abide with Me. “Do understand My call. Come
to Me to stay with Me.” He will freely bestow all blessings connected with
Himself upon all who come to Him for life. He has something better for you
than a short-lived blessedness that you feel when you seek the Lord in
earnest prayer. That is but as a drop in the bucket, to have a word with
Christ. You are privileged with His abiding presence in the place of a short-
lived privilege that was not lasting as you engaged in the duties of

life. {Ms194-1898}

To maintain a constant union with Christ is essential to Christian growth,
and is the great hope of those who are seeking a preparation for his
coming.” {RH August 29, 1907, par. 6}

Seek His Presence

Let us turn aside from the dusty, heated thoroughfares of life to rest in the
shadow of Christ’s love, and learn from Him the lesson of quiet trust. Not a
pause for a moment in His presence, but personal contact with Christ, to
sit down in companionship with Him,—this is our need. Many, even in
their seasons of devotion, fail of receiving the blessing of real communion
with God. They are in too great haste. With hurried steps they press through
the circle of Christ’s loving presence, pausing perhaps a moment within the
sacred precincts, but not waiting for counsel. They have no time to remain



291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298

299
300

301
302
303
304
305
306

307
308

309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318

319
320
321

322
323

324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336

with the divine Teacher. With their burdens they return to their work. { ST
July 6, 1904, par. 6 } These workers can never attain the highest success
until they learn the secret of strength. They must give themselves time to
think, to pray, to wait upon God for a renewal of physical, mental, and
spiritual power. They need the uplifting of His Spirit. Receiving this, they
will be quickened by fresh life. The wearied frame and tired brain will be
refreshed, and the burdened heart will be lightened and encouraged. { ST July
6, 1904, par. 7 }

“And I in you.” (vs. 4)

Abiding in Christ means a constant receiving of His Spirit, a life of
unreserved surrender to His service. The channel of communication must
be open continually between man and his God. As the vine branch constantly
draws the sap from the living vine, so are we to cling to Jesus, and receive
from Him by faith the strength and perfection of His own character. {DA
676.2}

Believe

Well, now, if you feel that you have not much faith, you just take the Bible in
your hands, and say, Lord, I am a weak, feeble mortal; but I come right
to Thee with Thy Word. I present it to Thee, and I ask Thee to bring me
in a sacred nearness with Thyself, that I can speak forth understandingly and
intelligently to those that I am trying to win to Thee. Now this is the prayer
that you can make. {Ms86-1910} ... We want to put away our unbelief; we
want to put away our pettish feelings. We want not to speak out because we
feel disturbed in our minds. We want to sensibly carry forward the idea
that Christ is abiding in us, if we will let Him come in and we are abiding in
Him.{Ms86-1910}

“Abide in Me, and I in you.” {Ms145-1906.5} Wonderful privilege! Is this
possible? Can we abide in Christ, and Christ abide in us? This is possible. We
can, and our life will be filled with happiness.

Eating Christ’s flesh and abiding in Christ

In the sixth chapter of John we find the same lesson given by another
illustration: “Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no
life in you. {Ms67-1897.13} These two chapters given by the great
Teacher contain the very mystery of godliness. No one need be left in
darkness. It is the truth that is to be received, and its reception will be revealed
in the life of every true believer. ... He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my
blood, dwelleth in me and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I
live by the Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.” [John
6:57] This is the same union that is represented by the graft of the parent
vine stock. When by faith the believer takes hold of Christ, there comes a
turning point in his life. He absorbs the spirit and mind of Christ, and
represents His character. {Ms67-1897.16}
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John 15:5 “T am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”

“I am the vine.” (vs. 5)

Christ was ever presenting before them the privileges bestowed upon [the]
feeble, finite sinful nature of man, and that only through union with
Christ could it be restored to healthful growth. The life of the Vine was to
become the life of the adopted sapling. ... The same God who had given
Jesus to our world is able to perfect them for whom so great a sacrifice has
been made, that through His grace they may be complete in Him. “He that
hath begun a good work in you, will perform it unto the day of Christ Jesus,”
is His promise. The work of Christ is concerned in the perfection of all His
chosen ones, for they are members of His body, a part of Himself. {Ms67-
1897.31}

“Ye are the branches.” (vs. 5)

Can we conceive a closer, more intimate relation to Christ than is set forth
in the words, "I am the vine, ye are the branches"? The fibers of the branch are
almost identical with those of the vine. The communication of life, strength,
and fruitfulness from the trunk to the branches is unobstructed and
constant. Thus the root sends its nourishment through the branch. Such is the
true believer's relation to Christ. He abides in Christ, and draws his
nourishment from him. {SW, December 17, 1907 par. 2} ... Christ has
made provision again to connect us with himself, and through this union
we receive moral and spiritual life and power. {SW, December 17, 1907
par. 3}

Oneness with Christ: Unity but not uniformity

The connection of the branches with one another and with the Vine
constitutes them a unity, but this does not mean uniformity in
everything. Unity in diversity is a principle that pervades the whole
creation. While there is an individuality and variety in nature, there is a
oneness in their diversity; for all things receive their usefulness and beauty
from the same source. {SW, December 17, 1907 par. 7}

How does this unity take place?

The branches of the vine cannot blend into each other; they are
individually separate; yet every branch must be in fellowship with every
other if they are united in the same parent stock. They all draw
nourishment from the same source; they drink in the same life-giving
properties. So each branch of the True Vine is separate and distinct, yet all
are bound together in the parent stock. There can be no division. They are all
linked together by his will to bear fruit wherever they can find place and
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opportunity. {SW, December 17, 1907 par. 8} Christian unity consists in the
branches being in the same parent stock, the vitalizing power of the center
supporting the grafts that have united with the Vine. {SW, December 17, 1907
par. 9}

“Bears much fruit.” (vs. 5)

The constant belief in Christ as your personal Saviour will make you one
with Him as the branch is one with the vine. Every branch will evidence
whether or not it has life, for where there is life, there is sure to be

growth. There is a continual communication of the lifegiving properties of
the vine, and this is demonstrated by the fruit which the branches

bear. {Ms67-1897.50} ... The branch grafted into the living Vine will
testify whether it has, fiber by fiber and vein by vein, become one with the
parent stock. The fibers of the one will be identically the same as that of
the other. There is a communication of the sap vessels with the current
flowing through the Vine stock, and they will bear much fruit. {Ms67-1897.7}

The life of the vine will be manifest in fragrant fruit on the branches. "He
that abideth in Me," said Jesus, "and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing." When we live by faith on the Son
of God, the fruits of the Spirit will be seen in our lives; not one will be
missing. {DA 676.4}

He who is united to Christ is accepted in the Beloved. That soul is dear to the
heart of God. The benefits of this union will be manifest. The child of God,
abiding in Christ, will have the character of Christ. {ST February 8, 1892,
Art. A, par. 1}

“Without me ye can do nothing.” (vs. 5)

In taking upon Himself humanity, Christ is connected by relationship to the
whole human family; but to any church this relation is of no avail without a
personal faith—the identification of heart and mind and soul and strength with
Jesus Christ. In thoughts and desires, in words and actions, there must be an
identity with Christ, a constant imparting of His spiritual life. And it is in
thus constantly receiving and constantly imparting that which we receive
that makes us elements of light. {Ms67-1897.32}

Christ has said, “Without me ye can do nothing.” A great change must take
place in us before we can live a true Christian life. We must become
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruptions which are in
the world through lust. We must be nourished by the life of the Living
Vine, and then we shall become fruit-bearing branches. Christ has said,
“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” The branch planted
in Christ will bear the same order of fruit as he himself has borne. If we
are in Christ, we shall love the things which he loved, hate the things
which he hated, and be obedient unto all the commandments of God. As
the hart panteth after the water brooks, so will the soul pant after the things
pertaining to the Spirit of God. And we shall make manifest to the world that
we are the children of God by the fruits we bear. {ST June 1, 1891, par. 4}
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John 15:6 “If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned.”

“If a man abide not in me, he is cast off.” (vs. 6)

Many who claim to be followers of Christ are withered branches, that
must ere long be separated from the living vine. The love of the world has
paralyzed their spirituality, and they are not awake to the precious theme
of redemption. The impression made upon the world by these professed
Christians is unfavorable to the religion of Christ. Such dull, careless ones
manifest ambition and zeal in the business of the world, but they have little
interest in things of eternal importance. The voice of God through his
messengers is a pleasant song; but its sacred warnings, reproofs,

and encouragements are all unheeded. Eternal interests are placed on a
level with common things. The Holy Spirit is grieved, and its influence is
withdrawn. {RH September 20, 1881, par. 7}

The graft that unites with the vine-stock and partakes of its life, becomes
flourishing and fruitful; but what if it forms no such union? It is a withered
branch; though outwardly joined to the vine, it does not share its life; it
cannot bring forth fruit. {RH September 11, 1883, par. 17}

John 15:7 “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you.”

“If ye abide in me” (vs. 7)

“If ye abide in Me.” The “if” is there. “Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you.” I think how oft we disappoint our Saviour, when if we
recognized Him, when if we would come to Him in humility, we should
see so many difficulties removed that loom up before us in our religious
experience. The fathers and the mothers want that living faith that will bear
the test, and we cannot afford to be without it. {Ms86-1910}

I now beg of you, for Christ’s sake, to humble yourselves before God. Do
not try to humble someone else. Let us humble ourselves before God. Every
one is to deal with his individual self. When we are converted, we shall be
able to strengthen our brethren. We are not to find fault and complain, but
we are to come to Jesus Christ and let Him convert the soul. This prepares
us to co-operate with God in the conversion of other souls. {Ms145-1906.58}

Many who profess to be His followers have an anxious, troubled heart,
because they are afraid to trust themselves with God. They do not make a
complete surrender to Him; for they shrink from the consequences that
such a surrender may involve. Unless they do make this surrender, they can
not find peace. { ST July 6, 1904, par. 4 } The abiding rest—the
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consciousness that God is true—who has it? That rest is found when all self-
justification is put away, and an entire surrender is made to Christ, to be
and do only what He wills. Those who do not comply with these conditions
can not find rest. { ST July 6, 1904, par. 5 } ... Nothing of the world can
make sad those whom Jesus makes glad by His presence. In perfect
acquiescence there is perfect peace. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee.” [Isa. 26:3] Our
lives may seem a tangle; but as we commit ourselves to the keeping of the
Master-worker, He will bring out the pattern of life and character that
will be to His own glory. { ST July 6, 1904, par. 9 }

“My words abide in you” (vs. 7)

"Herein is My Father glorified," said Jesus, "that ye bear much fruit." God
desires to manifest through you the holiness, the benevolence, the
compassion, of His own character. Yet the Saviour does not bid the
disciples labor to bear fruit. He tells them to abide in Him. "If ye abide in
Me," He says, "and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you." It is through the word that Christ abides in His
followers. This is the same vital union that is represented by eating His flesh
and drinking His blood. The words of Christ are spirit and life. Receiving
them, you receive the life of the Vine. You live "by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Matt. 4:4. The life of Christ in you
produces the same fruits as in Him. Living in Christ, adhering to Christ,
supported by Christ, drawing nourishment from Christ, you bear fruit
after the similitude of Christ. {DA 677.1}

Man is appointed to eat and masticate the Word; but unless his heart is
opened to the entrance of that Word, unless he drinks in the Word, unless
he is taught of God, there will be misconception, misapplication, and
misinterpretation of that Word. The hearing of the Word of God is not
enough. Unless taught of God, the truth will not be accepted to the saving of
the soul. It must be brought into the life practice. The human agent will reveal
whether or not he is taught of God. And if not, it is not because God is not
willing to teach; but because man is not willing to receive his teaching, and
eat of the Bread of life. {Ms67-1897.52}

It is the duty of every child of God to store his mind with divine truth;
and the more he does this, the more strength and clearness of mind he
will have to fathom the deep things of God. And his growth in grace will be
more and more vigorous, as the principles of truth are carried out in his daily
life. {ST, March 10, 1887 par. 13}

“If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and
it shall be done unto you.” “And My words abide in you.” This implies a
careful study of the Word. Brethren and sisters, study the Bible. Put your
novels into the fire. Make a great bonfire of all the novels you have. Let them
not come into the hands of your children. Let every novel be consumed. You
have no time to read them, nor have your children. {Ms145-1906.37}

Resolve that you will be fruit-bearing members of the living Vine. The scion
can flourish only as it receives life and strength from the parent stock.
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Improve, then, every opportunity to connect yourselves more closely with
Christ. It is by believing him, loving him, copying him, and depending
wholly upon him, that you are to become one with him; and through you
his life and character will be revealed to the world. {RH September 11,
1883, par. 18} It is by opening your heart to the words of Christ that you are
to become a partaker of the divine nature. When you cast your helpless soul
upon him, believing his word, “Him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast
out”, then the union is begun. Your faith may be feeble, but cling to the
Saviour’s promise. In him is light and hope and life. His words, received into
the soul, will give vital power to work the works of Christ; and every effort
put forth in love will bind you more firmly to your source of strength. “Who is
he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” {RH
September 11, 1883, par. 19}

“Ye shall ask and it will be given you.” (vs. 7)

Precious are the privileges accorded him who abides in Christ. Said our
Saviour, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” The mind of Christ dwells in his
faithful followers; their desires are in accordance with his will; their
petitions are indited by his Spirit. They obtain answers to their prayers;
for they ask for such blessings as he delights to bestow. {RH September 11,
1883, par. 14} But there are thousands of prayers daily offered that God
does not answer. There are faithless prayers. “He that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
There are selfish prayers, proceeding from a heart that is cherishing idols. “If
any man regard iniquity in his heart, the Lord will not hear him.” There are
petulant, fretful prayers, murmuring because of the burdens and cares of
life, instead of humbly seeking grace to lighten them. Those who offer such
petitions are not abiding in Christ. They have not submitted their will to
the will of God. They do not comply with the condition of the promise, and it
is not fulfilled to them. {RH September 11, 1883, par. 15} They that are
abiding in Jesus have the assurance that God will hear them, because
they love to do his will. They offer no formal, wordy prayer, but come to
God in earnest, humble confidence, as a child to a tender father, and pour
out the story of their grief and fears and sins, and in the name of Jesus
present their wants; they depart from his presence rejoicing in the assurance
of pardoning love and sustaining grace. {RH September 11, 1883, par. 16}

The Lord Jesus will abide with you and you with Him in every place. You
must not leave Christ in the outer court, neither keep yourself away from
Christ in the outer court. Will anxiety, perplexity, and cares drive you away
from Christ? Are we less dependent upon God when in the workshop, in
the field, in the marketplace? Any man who runs greedily after gain and
forgets to consecrate his all to God is a worshiper of earthly things. It is
recorded in regard to the churches of Macedonia, “How that in a great trial of
affliction, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the
riches of their liberality.... And this they did, not as we had hoped, but first
gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God” 2
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Corinthians 8:2, 5. {Ms194-1898} ... While men cannot live upon their
knees in the marketplace, yet the silent heart’s earnest desire presented to
heaven finds access to the Father through the watchers. The way to the
throne of God is open, and all who have the fear of God before them and
desire to walk in His counsel will seek His strength to do His will in
crowded companies as well as in the chapel. It is in these very places that
the men in large responsibilities may hear the voice of Christ saying in His
Word, “I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no
man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast
not denied my name” Revelation 3:8. There is a chance for every man who
loves and fears God, with every temptation that shall come in the business
transactions of life, to know how to retreat into the secret place of the Most
High’s pavilion, so that he can remain there and be safe. Then he will
honor God because he feels the strength and fullness of power of Him
who is back of the promises. He communes with God where no eye saw
and no ear heard but His. {Ms194-1898} All the Lord requires is a willing
mind to walk in the way of the Lord. If there be a pure heart he shall see God
and will feel His keeping power even in the busiest, most excitable crowd, if
duty requires him to be there. If he sets the Lord ever before him he has an
abiding Christ, and he will have crosses to lift because he claims to be a
Christian. In such places every true, genuine receiver of Christ, believing Him
to be his personal Saviour, carries the lamp of life. {Ms194-1898}

If we will to do the will of God, we shall know His doctrine. We shall not be
in perplexity. When I consider in the night season what a happy privilege
is set before those who believe in Christ Jesus; when I consider how they
can present to Him the promise, “Ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you;” when I realize that if we abide in Him, we shall ask the proper
thing, I am overwhelmed with the thought of the love of God. Abiding in
Him, we shall not ask for riches or for the pleasures of this world, but we shall
ask to be Christlike, and our Redeemer will make us Christlike. {Ms145-
1906.52} ... It is not necessary for you to try to do something wonderful
of yourself. You need only to believe in Christ. Believe that He will take
you just as you are. Believe that His power will rest upon you. Believe
that He gives you just what you ask for. In believing thus, you will find that
the grace of Jesus Christ will be upon you, and you will praise Him because of
your infinite privileges. {Ms145-1906.53}

If there are hindrances in our way, and if we meet with difficulties, let us not
give up in despair, but keep fast hold of the promises. — {PC 315.4}

“These things I have spoken unto you,” - That you may be sad and
discouraged, refusing to believe that you can live the Christian life? No.
“These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full.” — {PC 315.5} Although you may be in trouble,
you can go forward with confidence. Knowing that you have an abiding
Christ. He tells those who are in trouble and perplexity to bring their
burdens to him. He does not tell them to go to their neighbors and talk
the matter over. To those who are weary and heavy laden, he says, “Come
unto me, and I will give you rest.” “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” — {PC 315.6} Do not wear a yoke
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of human manufacture; such yokes are heavy and galling. When we learn
Christ’s meekness and lowliness, and lay our burdens upon him, rest will
come to us. He is ever ready to help us. The Lord is more willing to give the
Holy Spirit to those that ask him than parents are to give good gifts unto their
children. How full, how broad, this statement! {PC 316.1} But often we take
ourselves in our own hands, thinking that we can arrange matters in a
way that will bring us peace and rest. Do we succeed? No. We get into
more trouble than before. When things arise to perplex our minds, we fret
and worry, and begin to accuse others, and to find fault with them. {PC
316.2} Do not talk of the faults of others. Take care of your own garden.
See that your own heart is cleansed by the power of God. When trouble
comes, instead of getting out of patience instead of fretting and worrying,
go to the Lord, and tell Him all about it. Has He not said, “Ask, and it shall
be given unto you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you?” Go right to the Lord, and in humility of mind, tell him about your
trouble. Do not go to human friends; for they have all the burdens they can
bear. Go to the One who gave his life for you. You have been bought with a
price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are his. Do
not walk in self-sufficiency, thinking that you are capable of guiding yourself
aright. “Learn of me,” Christ says, “For I am meek and lowly in heart.” — {PC
316.3} ... For a while, many years, ago, I was in despair. Then I cast
myself on the mercy and love of the Saviour, and his power came upon
me. At one time those who were working over me thought me dead. But all at
once I raised my voice in prayer. The power of God was upon me all night
long, and henceforth I understood that I must look to Christ, and not to
any human being for relief. I had been praying and praying for help, and all
the time my Saviour was by my side, waiting for me to recognize him as my
sufficiency, my strength, my grace. I learned the lesson, and after that,
when I kneeled down to pray, I believed that I would receive an answer,
whether I felt as if I would or not. Feeling is not to be our guide. Feeling is
not faith, but it is as widely separated from faith as the east is from the west. —
{PC 317.3}

God's promises are rich, and full, and free. Whoever will comply with the
conditions may claim these promises, with all their wealth of blessing, as his
own. And being thus abundantly supplied from the treasure-house of God, he
may, in the journey of life, "walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing," [Col.
1:10] thus blessing his fellow-men, and honoring his Creator. While our
Saviour would guard his followers from self-confidence by the reminder,
"Without me, ye can do nothing," he has coupled with it for our
encouragement the gracious assurance, "He that abideth in me, and I in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit." {ST, March 10, 1887 par. 15}

You must become acquainted with Him, that you may when in trial lay your
perplexities before Him. Go right by yourself and tell Him all about it, as a
child would go to his parents. Go to our Saviour, and just tell Him your
necessities. What we need is to be in harmony with Him. Ask Him to lay His
fashioning hand upon you, that you may have His image in your life. “Ask
what ye will, and it shall be done.” [Verse 7.] {Ms77-1910.7} You will ask
in the right spirit; you will pray in the right spirit; your actions will be in
accordance, and the fruit of the vine will be produced. It is the fruit that
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Christ wants. Why? Because you are abiding in Christ. You will not ask
things that are unreasonable if you abide in Him and He in you. “If ye
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you.” [Verse 7.] Thank the Lord. If I had not had this promise
given to me when I was twelve years old and onward for several years when I
was trying to get an experience, I should have been in despair, and I think my
life would have gone out. {Ms77-1910.8}

John 15:8 “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be my disciples.”

“Herein is my Father glorified.” (vs. 8)

“Ye are the light of the world.... Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
“Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be My
disciples,” God is glorified in His children as they in their character
represent Christ. Jesus says, “He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit.” Good works are the fruit borne upon the
Christian tree. It is impossible to be a disciple of Christ and be a

fruitless branch. But the good works are wrought by Christ Himself
through the human agent. And those who are doers of the words of Christ,
will not only impart blessings of the highest order to others, but as they by
their likeness and obedience to Christ represent His character, they bring joy
to the heart of Christ and to all the holy ones of heaven. {PrT December

29, 1892, par. 8}

He [Christ] enjoins the disciples to show distinctly the depth and clearness and
fullness and reality of the work of the Holy Spirit of God upon the human
heart. They have the depth and clearness of the genuine love of God, for in
their experience it carries its own credentials. Their characters and work
bear careful examination, for the fruit testifies of the character of the
tree. {Ms204-1903.3}

“Bear much fruit” (vs. 8)

“That ye bear much fruit, so shall ye be My disciples.” {Ms86-1910} Now
this is said to every one of us. It is left for us in the Word, that we should take
this Word, and we should believe the Word, and we should accept the Word.
And we should in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth claim large
blessings, and then we will have the large blessings to bestow. God wants
us to increase in faith, in love, in knowledge, and in rejoicing in the God of
our salvation. {Ms86-1910}

If we are branches of the true vine, we shall bear fragrant fruit. We shall
derive our strength from Christ. If our fruit testifies that we are branches of
the true vine, we shall have divine credentials, and may be assured that
our ways please God. Jesus says, “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit,
he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may
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bring forth more fruit.” [John 15:2.] If you are really branches of the true vine,
nourished by the sap that flows from the vine to the branches, you will be
partakers of the divine nature. You will have moral power from Christ by
which to overcome Satan, to hate sin, and you cannot be silent concerning
the truth. {Ms116-1894.3}

“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” [John 15:8.] Here is
the test, the criterion before the world that we are branches of the True
Vine. Our profession alone is no proof. The only real proof that we bear to
the world that we are Christians is the quality of fruit which we bear. “By
their fruits ye shall know them.” [Matthew 7:20.] Heavenly intelligences
never make a mistake. {Lt16e-1892.9}

The surest evidence we have that Jesus is abiding in the soul temple is
[that] there is a sensitiveness to sin, tenderness of conscience, and of a
growing sense of the preciousness of Jesus. The name of Jesus seems full of
fragrance. There is a living sense that the soul is connected with divine power,
for the heart is in sympathy with His mind and purposes. {Ms48-1890}

If we are branches in the True Vine, we will bear fragrant fruit; the Holy
Spirit inspires all who are branches in Christ Jesus. We derive our support and
strength from Him. If, by our fruit, we show that we are branches of the
True Vine, we have the divine credentials; we have the witness that our
ways please God. “Every branch,” He says, “that beareth fruit, he purgeth it,
that it may bring forth more fruit.” [John 15:2.] The Master prunes His true
branches, stirs its roots, cleanses, purifies it that it may bring forth more fruit.
And the fruit may abide. {Lt16e-1892.10}

Sanctification through the truth requires a daily improvement in manner,
address, attitude, and spirit. If we are branches of the true vine, we shall
bear fragrant blossoms and desirable fruit. In our feebleness and ignorance
we cannot depend upon ourselves; we must not think that there are no
improvements to be made, for we are to learn daily in the school of Christ,
not how to reach the highest place, but to become meek and lowly of
heart, pure and undefiled, rising above cheapness and the commonplace.
We have intercourse with the eternal world, and we must reveal all the light
which we have received from heaven. {TSA 23.3}

Let the church reveal her high and holy character. ... Earnest work,
through the grace of Christ, carries the triumphs of the cross of Christ to the
very gates of the city of God. {Ms51-1890.40} These duties performed are
not the means of salvation, not a way to earn justification, not the price
we pay for heaven; they are the fruits that appear on

the branch connected with the living Vine, the natural result of abiding in
the Vine. None of these graces is it possible to produce ourselves. We are to
be fruit-bearing branches. “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit” (John 15:8), said Jesus. {Ms51-1890.41}

Before men and before angels, by a life of perfect obedience, Christ
represented the character of God. Today he is calling upon us to unite
with him, that we may partake of his divine nature, and escape the corruption
that is in the world through lust. “I, if I be lifted up from this earth,” he said,
“will draw all men unto me.” His gracious invitations of mercy are going forth
to all mankind. He is inviting all to come into close connection with him; and
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those who respond will find life and salvation. As we connect with

him, unbelieving fear is swept away before living faith, and humble,
grateful confidence becomes an abiding principle in the soul. {ST
December 10, 1896, par. 11} The result of a vital union with Christ should
make all willing to give up everything if only we may be united with him.
As the nourishment of the vine is carried to every true branch, so Christ’s
righteousness is imparted to every one who unites with him. “He was
made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him.” As our substitute and surety, our sins are placed to his
account. His grace is given us in large measure, and this vitalizing power
makes us channels of blessing to the world. “If ye abide in me,” he said,
“and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you.” “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may

be glorified in the Son.” {ST December 10, 1896, par. 12} The Lord is at
hand. Heavenly angels wait to co-operate with God’s children in sounding
the message, “For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and
will not tarry.” The angels can not take our place, but they stand ready to
co-operate with us in drawing souls to Christ; and they are soliciting us to
work in fellowship with them. These angels survey the ground occupied by
those who claim to follow Christ. They see the advantage gained by the
enemy when men and women refuse to unite with Christ, and neglect their
God-appointed work, and they sorrow over the souls lost in consequence of
this neglect. {ST December 10, 1896, par. 13}

When God’s children surrender all to him, when they are willing to be
pruned of all selfishness and worldliness and to be united to the True
Vine, when one interest predominates—to be one with Christ as he is one
with the Father—then they can indeed bear witness for the truth. True
branches of the living Vine, they will bear “much fruit” for him, “being filled
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ unto the honor and
praise of God.” {ST December 10, 1896, par. 15}

“So shall ye be my disciples.” (vs. 8)

No matter how great a sinner you have been, if you truly repent of your
sins, you will be forgiven, and He will allow you to stand before Him. He
presents His wounded hands to the Father, and declares: “I have graven them
upon the palms of My hands.” His pierced hands He presents before His
Father as an evidence of His right to ask that men and women shall be
overcomers, if they repent. And every one that sincerely repents of his
sins will be enabled to overcome. {Ms145-1906.55}

Let us seek to get away from our sins. Let us put away sin from us. Let us
come right to Christ, and say, Here I am, all sinful and polluted. I cast my
helpless soul upon Thee. I believe in Thee. I will honor Thee upon the earth.
I will be a partaker of Christ’s sufferings on this earth, for He was a partaker
of suffering on my behalf when He was on earth. I will, I will yield my whole
heart and affection to Christ. {Ms145-1906.56}



807
808
809
810

811
812
813
814
815
816
817
818
819
820
821
822
823
824
825
826
827
828
829
830
831
832
833
834
835
836
837
838
839
840
841
842
843
844
845
846
847

848
849
850
851
852

853
854
855

Look to Christ as your helper. Take him into your heart as an abiding
friend. As you do this, his blessing will rest upon you in large measure.
You will be kept by the power of God. The enemy will not be able to lead
you to swerve from your allegiance. — {PC 318.5}

In the fourteenth chapter of John much is said about keeping the
commandments of God. “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth me.” “If a man love me, he will keep my words;
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings; and the word which
ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.” No one can abide in
Christ and treat the law of God with indifference and disrespect; for this
would be arraying Christ against Christ. In a heart renewed by the Spirit
of truth there will be love for all the commandments of God. Jesus
declares, “I have kept my Father’s commandments;” and all who love Jesus
will live in communion with God and with the Son. Those who make so
much show of rejoicing, saying they are in Christ, but do not obey the
commandments of God, do not partake of the nourishment of the living
vine. All who are grafted into the parent stock will have a vital union with
the living vine. They will love that which Christ loves; their taste will be
identical with his. Jesus plainly stated that when we treasure up his words
and do them, we give evidence that we have that genuine love which makes us
one with the Father. We are one in taste and inclination. The Spirit of Jesus
fills the Christian with his love, his obedience, his joy. “If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love.” {ST December 28, 1891, par. 15} Man
has voluntarily departed from God. Jesus came to do a work which no other
could do,—to bring man back to his allegiance to God. How unreasonable
it is for fallen man to say that Christ’s great work of redemption was for
the purpose of making it possible for man to be saved in transgression of
the law of God! If one precept of God’s law could be changed, then Christ
need not have died; but it was because the law of God was unchangeable, and
would hold the sinner in its claims, that Jesus came and died, to reconcile man
to God. His death shows the immutability of the law. The law of God is as
changeless as his own character. Man’s only hope was in the death of Christ.
And in his death Christ bore testimony to the whole universe that Satan’s
efforts to change the law were an utter failure. Now it is demonstrated that
even for the human beings that have been deceived by Satan and made to
transgress the law, there can be no pardon except through the death of the
only-begotten Son of the Infinite God himself, who suffered the penalty of
man’s transgression. And this is the testimony that in the judgment will
condemn every transgressor. {ST December 28, 1891, par. 16}

Every true disciple is born into the kingdom of God as a missionary. He
who drinks of the living water becomes a fountain of life. The receiver
becomes a giver. The grace of Christ in the soul is like a spring in the
desert, welling up to refresh all, and making those who are ready to
perish eager to drink of the water of life. {DA 195.2}

No matter how high the profession, he whose heart is not filled with love for
God and his fellowmen is not a true disciple of Christ. Though he should
possess great faith and have power even to work miracles, yet without love his
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faith would be worthless. He might display great liberality; but should he,
from some other motive than genuine love, bestow all his goods to feed the
poor, the act would not commend him to the favor of God. In his zeal he
might even meet a martyr’s death, yet if not actuated by love, he would be
regarded by God as a deluded enthusiast or an ambitious hypocrite.—The
Acts of the Apostles, 318,319 (1911). {IMCP 242.3}

There is a wide difference between a pretended union and a real
connection with Christ by faith. A profession of the truth places men in the
church, but this does not prove that they have a vital connection with the
living Vine. A rule is given by which the true disciple may be
distinguished from those who claim to follow Christ but have not faith in
Him. The one class are fruit bearing, the other, fruitless. The one are often
subjected to the pruning knife of God that they may bring forth more fruit; the
other, as withered branches, are erelong to be severed from the living

Vine.... {NL 44.1}

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is meekness, patience, gentleness,
and long-suffering. A true disciple of Christ will seek to imitate the
Pattern. He will study to do the will of God on earth as it is done in heaven.
... {5T 613.3} He who would reform others must first reform himself. He
must obtain the spirit of his Master and be willing, like Him, to suffer
reproach and to practice self-denial. In comparison with the worth of one soul,
the whole world sinks into insignificance. A desire to exercise authority, to
lord it over God’s heritage, will, if indulged, result in the loss of souls. Those
who really love Jesus will seek to conform their own lives to the Pattern and
will labor in His spirit for the salvation of others. {5T 614.1}

A Final Thought

It is for our well-being, for our eternal interest, to heed the words of Christ,
“Abide in me, and I in you.” This work is mutual. You must choose to abide
in Christ, and then Christ will choose to abide in you. {ST December 21,
1891, par. 6}
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