
1

Christ Our Advocate

What is the significance of Christ interceding for us in the
heavenly sanctuary?

Bible Answers
1 John 2:1 (KJV) 1 "My little children, these things write I unto
you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:"
Romans 8:34 (KJV) 34 "Who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."
Hebrews 7:24-25 (KJV) 24 "But this man, because he
continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 25
Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them."
Hebrews 9:24 (KJV) 24 "For Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for
us:"

Additional Thoughts From The Writings Of Ellen White
"When, armed with the promises of God, you come to the
Father in the name of Jesus, the Great Intercessor is seen by
faith, standing at the altar of incense and having in His hand the
golden censer. You hear His voice saying, “And I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you forever.” John 14:16. What hope will fill your
poor discouraged heart! What shame and remorse will you feel
for your cherished unbelief! { 1888 868.2 } Would you not feel
that if Christ is praying for you, you can pray for yourself with
an intensity of perseverance, and that all inferior aid is just
what it is—finite and worthless? With Jesus as your Advocate,
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and you believing, confessing your sins with contrition of soul,
and dying to self, would you not feel assured your suit is
indeed gained? Would you not feel the evidence in your own
soul that Jesus was amply able to do all things for you, and that
the foot of the cross was the only place of safety for you? {
1888 868.3 } How can I present before you these facts that are
eternal truths? Here you can say, “In my hands no price I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling.” If your prayers—yes, your
prayers, feeble as they may seem—are sincere, if they are
mixed with faith, then you may know that Jesus liveth to make
intercession for you. The persevering, sincere seeker will surely
be the finder, for as soon as you approach the mercy seat in
faith, then Christ regards you as His client. He espouses your
cause; He makes it His own. He is standing before the Father,
your Substitute, your Surety. When you seek the Lord with all
your heart, “In quietness and in confidence shall be your
strength.” Isaiah 30:15. { 1888 869.1 }
"And as Christ intercedes for us, the Spirit works upon our
hearts, drawing forth prayer and penitence, praise and
thanksgiving. The gratitude which flows from human lips is the
result of the Spirit striking the chords of the soul, awakening
holy music. – {YI April 16, 1903 Par. 11} The prayer and
praise and confession of God’s people ascend as sacrifices to
the heavenly sanctuary. But they ascend not in spotless purity.
Passing through the corrupt channels of humanity, they are so
defiled that unless purified by the righteousness of the great
High Priest, they are not acceptable by God. Christ gathers into
the censer the prayers, the praise, and the sacrifices of his
people, and with these he puts the merits of his spotless
righteousness. Then, perfumed with the incense of Christ’s
propitiation, our prayers, wholly and entirely acceptable, rise
before God, and gracious answers are returned." – {YI April
16, 1903 Par. 12}
“God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16. Jehovah did not deem the plan of
salvation complete while invested only with His love. He has
placed at His altar an Advocate clothed in our nature. As our
Intercessor, Christ’s office work is to introduce us to God as
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His sons and daughters. He intercedes in behalf of those who
receive Him. With His own blood He has paid their ransom. By
virtue of His merits He gives them power to become members
of the royal family, children of the heavenly King. And the
Father demonstrates His infinite love for Christ by receiving
and welcoming Christ’s friends as His friends. He is satisfied
with the atonement made. He is glorified by the incarnation, the
life, death, and mediation of His Son. – {8T 177.2} In Christ’s
name our petitions ascend to the Father. He intercedes in our
behalf, and the Father lays open all the treasures of His grace
for our appropriation, for us to enjoy and impart to others. “Ask
in My name,” Christ says. I do not say that I will pray the
Father for you; for the Father Himself loveth you. Make use of
My name. This will give your prayers efficiency, and the
Father will give you the riches of His grace. Wherefore ask,
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” – {8T 178.1}
Christ is the connecting link between God and man. He has
promised His personal intercession. He places the whole virtue
of His righteousness on the side of the suppliant. He pleads for
man, and man, in need of divine help, pleads for himself in the
presence of God, using the influence of the One who gave His
life for the life of the world. As we acknowledge before God
our appreciation of Christ’s merits, fragrance is given to our
intercessions. As we approach God through the virtue of the
Redeemer’s merits, Christ places us close by His side,
encircling us with His human arm, while with His divine arm
He grasps the throne of the Infinite. He puts His merits, as
sweet incense, in the censer in our hands, in order to encourage
our petitions. He promises to hear and answer our
supplications." – {8T 178.2}
"Everyone who will break from the slavery and service of
Satan, and will stand under the blood-stained banner of Prince
Immanuel, will be kept by Christ’s intercessions. Christ, as our
Mediator, at the right hand of the Father, ever keeps us in view,
for it is as necessary that He should keep us by His
intercessions as that He should redeem us with His blood. If He
lets go His hold of us for one moment, Satan stands ready to
destroy. Those purchased by His blood, He now keeps by His
intercession. He ever liveth to make intercession for us.
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“Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them” [Hebrews 7:25]." – {15MR 104.1}
"We have only one channel of approach to God. Our prayers
can come to him through one name only,—that of the Lord
Jesus our advocate. His Spirit must inspire our petitions. No
strange fire was to be used in the censers that were waved
before God in the sanctuary. So the Lord himself must kindle in
our hearts the burning desire, if our prayers are acceptable to
him. The Holy Spirit within must make intercessions for us,
with groanings that cannot be uttered." – {RH February 9, 1897
Par. 10}
"The Lord will not leave his afflicted, tried children to be the
sport of Satan’s temptations. It is our privilege to trust in Jesus.
The heavens are full of rich blessings, and it is our privilege to
have the joy of Christ in us that our joy may be full. We have
not because we ask not, or because we do not pray in faith,
believing that we shall be blessed with the special influence of
the Holy Spirit. To the true seeker through the mediation of
Christ the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit are imparted in
order that the receiver may impart a knowledge of saving truth.
Why do we not believe the plain “Thus saith the Lord”? Do not
cease to pray under any circumstances. The spirit may be
willing but the flesh may be weak, but Jesus knows all about
that. In your weakness you are not to be anxious; for anxiety
means doubt and distrust. You are simply to believe that Christ
is able to save unto the uttermost all who come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for us. What
does intercession comprehend?—It is the golden chain which
binds finite man to the throne of the infinite God. The human
agent whom Christ has died to save importunes the throne of
God, and his petition is taken up by Jesus, who has purchased
him with his own blood. Our great High Priest places his
righteousness on the side of the sincere suppliant, and the
prayer of Christ blends with that of the human petitioner. Christ
has urged that his people pray without ceasing. This does not
mean that we should always be upon our knees, but that prayer
is to be as the breath of the soul. Our silent requests, wherever
we may be, are to be ascending unto God, and Jesus, our
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Advocate, pleads in our behalf, bearing up with the incense of
his righteousness our requests to the Father. The Lord Jesus
loves his people, and when they put their trust in him,
depending wholly upon him, he strengthens them. He will live
through them, giving them the inspiration of his sanctifying
Spirit, imparting to the soul a vital transfusion of himself. He
acts through their faculties, and causes them to choose his will
and to act out his character. With the apostle Paul they then
may say. “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me.” Christ impresses upon the mind of
believers the fact that they are to have the glory which the
Father has given him, in order that all who love and serve him
may be one with God. “For I have given unto them the words
which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have
known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed
that thou didst send me.... And the glory which thou gavest me
I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I
in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one;
and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast
loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they also,
whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they
may behold my glory [character], which thou hast given me;
for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” { SSW
February 1, 1896, par. 3 }
"You are not to wait for wonderful emotions before you believe
that God has heard you; feeling is not to be your criterion, for
emotions are as changeable as the clouds. You must have
something solid for the foundation of your faith. The word of
the Lord is a word of infinite power upon which you may rely,
and he has said, "Ask, and ye shall receive." Look to Calvary.
Has not Jesus said that he is our advocate? Has he not said that
if we ask anything in his name, we shall receive? You are not
to depend on your own goodness or good works; you are to
come depending upon the Sun of righteousness, believing that
Christ has taken away your sins and imputed to you his
righteousness, that he is your all in all, your surety, your
advocate, your righteousness."  {RH, October 11, 1892 par. 3}
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"The Lord Jesus is your personal intercessor. . . . Repeat over
and over many times through the day, "Jesus has died for me.
He saw me in peril, exposed to destruction, and poured out His
life to save me. He does not behold the soul as a trembling
suppliant prostrate at His feet without pity, and He will not fail
to raise me up." He has become the advocate for man. He has
lifted up those who believe in Him and placed a treasurehouse
of blessing at their demand. Men cannot bestow one blessing
upon their fellows, they cannot remove one stain of sin. It is
only the merit and righteousness of Christ that will avail
anything, but this is placed to our account in rich fullness. We
may draw upon God every moment. As we turn to Him, He
answers, "Here I am."  {HP 79.2}        Christ proclaims
Himself our Intercessor. He would have us know that He has
graciously engaged to be our Substitute. He places His merit in
the golden censer to offer up with the prayers of His saints, so
that the prayers of His dear children may be mingled with the
fragrant merit of Christ as they ascend to the Father in the
cloud of incense.  {HP 79.3}        The Father hears every prayer
of His contrite children. The voice of supplication from the
earth unites with the voice of our Intercessor, who pleads in
heaven, whose voice the Father always hears. Let our prayers
therefore continually ascend to God. Let them not come up in
the name of any human being, but in the name of Him who is
our Substitute and Surety. Christ has given us His name to use.
. . ."  {HP 79.4}  
"Christ has urged that His people pray without ceasing. This
does not mean that we should always be upon our knees; but
that prayer is to be as the breath of the soul. Our silent requests,
wherever we may be, are to be ascending unto God, and Jesus
our Advocate pleads in our behalf, bearing up with the incense
of his righteousness our requests to the Father." {Lt13-1894}

Find more on this subject at egwwritings.org and
discipleheart.com. This compilation was prepared by Dan
Augsburger of Path2Prayer Ministries. Learn more about
Path2Prayer Ministries and find more resources at
discipleheart.com. Email Dan: discipleheart@protonmail.com
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