The Holy Spirit:
Christ's Representative,
Successor, a Distinct Person
and Third Member
of the Eternal Godhead

A Bible Study on the Third Person of the Godhead

Compiled by Dan Augsburger

John 14:16-17 “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever, 17 Even the
Spirit of truth;, whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you.”

“The Comforter that Christ promised to send after He ascended to
heaven, is the Spirit in all the fulness of the Godhead, making manifest
the power of divine grace to all who receive and believe in Christ as a
personal Saviour. There are three living persons of the heavenly trio;
in the name of these three great powers—the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit—those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized, and
these powers will co-operate with the obedient subjects of heaven in
their efforts to live the new life in Christ.” Ellen White, Manuscript,
21, 1906.11.

This is the third of a multi-part series of Bible Studies on the Godhead.



Introduction

This is the third part of a multi-part series of Bible Studies on the
Godhead, developed to provide overwhelming evidence for the
existence of the Holy Spirit as a distinct Person and member of the
Eternal Godhead. Repeatedly spoken of in the Old and New
Testament, it functions at the present time as the Representative and
Successor of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth.

This study looks at the Person, work and attributes of the Holy Spirit,
including, the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit throughout the
Scriptures, the Holy Spirit as a member of the Godhead, and three
sections that address specific questions on the Holy Spirit: the
personhood of the Holy Spirit, the Deity of the Holy Spirit, and
responding to suggestions the Holy Spirit is only a spiritual
manifestation or presence of Christ.

I have complete confidence in the Personhood, Deity, and work of the
Holy Spirit! The presence and activity of the Holy Spirit during the
Old Testament time period, the gift described by Christ in John 14-16,
the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit in Christ’s life, the
personal activity of the Holy Spirit directing the Early Church, the
visitations of the Holy Spirit in our church historically and in the
recent past, the desire of the Holy Spirit to make us His temples, the
numerous “Three” statements in the Spirit of Prophecy and the
quotations on the personhood of the Holy Spirit, bring perfect
confidence regarding the reality of this most precious gift.

I have added footnotes to give support for the inclusion of some of the
verses, and to direct readers to other helpful sources on particular
topics.

The asterisk (*) occasionally found at the beginning of texts is to
indicate a more important reference on the topic.

Unless indicated otherwise, quotations come from the writings of
Ellen G. White.

I continue to primarily use the KJV, however in the Old Testament
section of this study I have used the NKJV because the phrase “Holy
Spirit” is usually capitalized, to better highlight the role of the Holy
Spirit during that time period.

I pray you will learn much about the Holy Spirit through this study.
Dan Augsburger
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safe. He is always present with the human agent.” Manuscript 59
1900.34.

* Responding

Acts 9:5-6 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am
Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the
pricks. 6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?”
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the moral image of God in man. We need to dwell more constantly and
earnestly upon the grace of the Holy Spirit. This we do not discern
with our natural eyes, yet by faith we see its office work, and we
cannot render to God supreme love and honor if we do not recognize
the Holy Spirit which the Lord sends. The Holy Spirit represents Jesus
Christ. He is our refuge unto whom we can run and be safe. He is
always present with the human agent.” Manuscript 59, 1900.34.

Final Thoughts

* To reject the Holy Spirit are the sins that surpass all others.

“To reject the Holy Spirit, through whose power we conquer the forces
of evil, is the sin that surpasses all others; for it cuts us off from the
source of our power,—from Christ and communion with him.” Review
and Herald, August 25, 1896, par. 11.

» We need the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

“We need to pray as we have never prayed before for the baptism of
the Holy Spirit; for if ever there was a time when we needed this
baptism, it is now. There is nothing the Lord has more frequently told
us He would bestow upon us, and nothing He would be more glorified
in bestowing, than the Holy Spirit.” Signs of the Times, October 11,
1899 par. 12.

* God is anxious to give the Holy Spirit to His children.

Luke 11:13 “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”

* We will worship the Holy Spirit, along with the Father and Christ, up
in heaven.

“As the saints in the kingdom of God are accepted in the beloved, they
hear: “Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.” [Matthew 25:34.] And then
the golden harps are touched, and the music flows all through the
heavenly host, and they fall down and worship the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit.” Manuscript 139-1906.32.

* We cannot honor God if we do not honor the Holy Spirit.

“We cannot render to God supreme love and honor if we do not
recognize the Holy Spirit which the Lord sends. The Holy Spirit
represents Jesus Christ. He is our refuge unto whom we can run and be
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The Lines of Evidence

The lines of evidence include...

- The non-communicable attributes shared with the other members of
the Godhead;

- The frequent mentions of the Holy Spirit in the Old and New
Testaments;

- The presence and activity of the Holy Spirit in the life of Christ;

- Christ’s teachings regarding the Holy Spirit as a distinct and
independent Person;

- Christ’s abundant promises regarding the gift of the Holy Spirit;

- Christ’s assertions regarding the Holy Spirit as His successor and
representative;

- Christ’s assertions regarding the Holy Spirit taking His place as
“another” Comforter;

- The role of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Truth;
- Recognition that the titles of the Holy Spirit are interchangeable;

- Christ’s instruction that believers were to be baptized in the name of
all three Members of the Godhead;

- The fulfilment of Christ’s promises regarding the Holy Spirit on the
day of Pentecost;

- The active role of the Holy Spirit in the early church;

- The Holy Spirit’s role in directing ongoing missionary activity;

- The numerous mentions of the Holy Spirit after the book of Acts;
- The continuing role of the Holy Spirit in modern times;

- The mentions of the Holy Spirit in Revelation;

- The confirming “Three” statements in the Spirit of Prophecy;

- Actions manifesting the Personhood of the Holy Spirit;

- Actions manifesting the Deity of the Holy Spirit;

- And recognition that the Holy Spirit is a real person and not a
“spiritual manifestation” or “presence” of Christ.
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The Holy Spirit is a Real Person

In the following paragraphs I respond to assertions that the Holy
Spirit is only a spiritual manifestation of Christ or the presence of
Christ. There is strong evidence against either assertion, as you will
discover below—Dan

There are unfortunate suggestions being circulated these days, that the
Holy Spirit is only a “spiritual manifestation” of Jesus, and a “third
personification of divine power.” This study of the Holy Spirit has
hopefully made it abundantly clear that, the Holy Spirit is a real
Person, that the Holy Spirit revealed Himself as a Person and Deity
throughout the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the
Godhead and that we are living in the dispensation of the Holy Spirit!

The idea of “spiritual manifestation” and “third personification” are
not found in the Scriptures or in the writings of Ellen White. An
exhaustive study on this very topic was made by Denis Kaiser, a
professor at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary.
Looking at Mrs. White’s use of the words personify, personified,
personifies, personification, personate, personating, personation,
personality, having a personality, being a personality, there was not
even one instance where the Father or Christ are manifesting
themselves through the Holy Spirit in the manner being suggested! In
all cases the Father, Christ and the Holy Spirit are distinct Persons
with distinct personalities.

Regarding the idea that the Holy Spirit is only the presence of Christ,
while it is true that Christ’s presence dwells within us, that indwelling
is through the instrumentality and presence of the Holy Spirit! There
are numerous statements on the presence and agency of the Holy
Spirit that negate the suggestions being made in this regard. Notice the
following:

“Paul realized that his sufficiency was not in himself, but in the
presence of the Holy Spirit, whose gracious influence filled his heart,
bringing every thought into subjection to Christ.” The Acts of the
Apostles, 251.

“Shall we bear in mind that the presence of the Holy Spirit with us in
the bed chamber, in the family circle, in the most difficult places we
pass through, is shielding us from the shafts of the enemy, constantly
counterworking his devisings, and carrying forward His work as a
reprover of sin, imparting and impressing the mind with the words of
Christ, bringing all things to our remembrance, that He may restore
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And You renew the face of the earth.”

* The Holy Spirit brings life.
Job 33:4 (NKJV) “The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of
the Almighty gives me life.”

* The Holy Spirit is the author of faith.

John 3:3-8 “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is
old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be
born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be
born again. 8§ The wind bloweth where it listet, and thou the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is
every one that is born of the Spirit.”

* The Holy Spirit instructs and brings to remembrance the teachings of
Christ.

John 14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

* The Holy Spirit has advanced knowledge.

Acts 11:27-28 “And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto
Antioch. 28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and
signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all
the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.”

Acts 21:11 “And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and
bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and
shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.”

* The Holy Spirit brings about supernatural attributes.

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with open face
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance:
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worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as he will.”

* Believers are baptized into His name.
Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

* There is a “communion” with the Holy Spirit.
2 Cor. 13:14 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.”

* The Holy Spirit claims our bodies as His temple.

1 Corinthians 6:19 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own?”

* Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven.

Matthew 12:31-32 “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 32 And whosoever
speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven
him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.”

Mark 3:29 “But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.”26

Actions Manifesting the Deity of the Holy Spirit

Here are the verses revealing activities that only a God could perform.

* The Holy Spirit was involved in creation.

Genesis 1:2 “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters.”

Psalms 33:6 “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all
the host of them by the breath of his mouth.” [ruach = spirit]

Psalms 104:30 (NKJV) “You send forth Your Spirit, they are created;

26. You can learn more about the personhood of the Holy Spirit in W. Whidden, J. Moon,
J. Reeve, “The Personality and Deity of the Spirit,” The Trinity, (Hagerstown, MD: Review
and Herald Publishing Association, 2002), 66-77.
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The Bible Study
Brief Introductory Facts on the Holy Spirit

* The Holy Spirit is frequently mentioned throughout the Scriptures.
There are 88 references to the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament and
325 references in the New Testament. !

4 < The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Godhead.

Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

¢ Christ promised to send the Holy Spirit.

John 16:7 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that
I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you;
but if I depart, I will send him unto you.”

* Christ's promise was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost.

Acts 2:2-4 “And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were
sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.”

* The Holy Spirit was recognized as God by the early believers.

Acts 5:3-4 “But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart
to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
4 Whilst it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was
it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine
heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.”

* The Holy Spirit was known and referred to as a distinct Person.
Acts 10:19-20 “While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto
him, Behold, three men seek thee. 20 Arise therefore, and get thee
down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.”

1. Norman Gully, “Trinity in the Old Testament,” Journal of the Adventist Theological
Society, 17 (Spring 2006): 93.
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Acts 13:2 “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost
said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have
called them.”

* The Holy Spirit makes effectual the work of Christ.2

Luke 2:25-28 “And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose
name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for
the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 And it
was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see
death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came by the
Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to do for him after the custom of the law, 28 Then took he him up in
his arms, and blessed God.”

* This is the dispensation of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2: 17 “And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh.”3

Some Attributes of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is eternal .4

Hebrews 9:14 “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

Notice that the Hebrew word underlying “eternal” in Hebrews 9:14 is
the same word used to describe God as “eternal” in Romans 16.26.

Romans 16:26 “But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God,

2. “The Spirit was to be given as a regenerating agent, and without this the sacrifice of
Christ would have been of no avail. The power of evil had been strengthening for
centuries, and the submission of men to this satanic captivity was amazing. Sin could be
resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the Third Person of the
Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power. It
is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been wrought out by the world’s Redeemer. It is
by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a
partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all
hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His
church.” White, Desire of Ages 671.2.

3. “The dispensation in which we are now living is to be, to those that ask, the
dispensation of the Holy Spirit.” White, Review and Herald, March 2, 1897, par. 13.

4.  Like the other members of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit has the non-communicable
attributes of deity, including eternal, immutable, omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient.
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* The Holy Spirit can be resisted.
Acts 7:51 “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.”

* The Holy Spirit strove with human beings.

Genesis 6:3 (NKJV) “And the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive
with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one
hundred and twenty years.”

* The Holy Spirit can be lied to and tempted.

Acts 5:3,4,9 “Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
Whilst it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it
not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine
heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 9 Then Peter said ...
How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?

* The Holy Spirit can be grieved.
Ephesians 4:30 “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of redemption.”

Hebrews 10:29 “Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he
be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified,
an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?”

* The Holy Spirit intercedes for us.

Romans 8:26 (NKJV) 26 “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our
weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we
ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered.”

* The Holy Spirit dispenses gifts.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same
Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God
which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given
to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the
word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by
the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of
tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these
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Acts 8:29 “Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself
to this chariot.”

Acts 11:12 “And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting.
Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the
man's house.”

1 Corinthians 6:19 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own?”

* The Holy Spirit warned of things to come.

Luke 2:26-27 “And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that
he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And
he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law.”

Acts 1:16 “Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before
concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.”

Acts 20:22-23 “And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto
Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: 23 Save
that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and
afflictions abide me.”

Acts 21:11 “And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and
bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So

shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and
shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.”

* The Holy Spirit gave theological direction.
Acts 15:28 “For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay
upon you no greater burden than these necessary things.”

* The Holy Spirit instructed.

John 14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.”
Hebrews 3:7 “Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will
hear his voice.”

Hebrews 9:8 “The Holy Ghost thus signifying, that the way into the
holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle
was yet standing.”
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made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:”

The Holy Spirit is unchanging (immutable).>
1 John 2:4 “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”

The Holy Spirit is present in all places, at all times (omnipresent).6
Psalms 139:7-12 (NKJV) “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where
can I flee from Your presence? 8 If [ ascend into heaven, You are
there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. 9 If I take the
wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10
Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold
me. 12 If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night
shall be light about me.”

The Holy Spirit is all powerful (omnipotent).”

Luke 1:35-37 “And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God. 36 And, behold, thy cousin
Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the
sixth month with her, who was called barren. 37 For with God nothing
shall be impossible.”

*Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.”

Acts 10:38 “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost

and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.”

The Holy Spirit is all knowing (omniscient).

5. “The Spirit and the word agree. The voice of God to the hearts of men does not
contradict the utterances proclaimed in awful grandeur from Sinai’s mount. God never
contradicts himself. He claims obedience. The laws by which he governs the world are not
only holy, just, and good, but they are immutable also, and by them the world is soon to be
judged.” Signs of the Times, July 21, 1887, par. 6.

6. “The Spirit of God has unconfined range of the heavenly universe;” Review and
Herald, August 25, 1896, par. 10.
7. “The omnipotent power of the Holy Spirit is the defense of every contrite soul. Not

one that in penitence and faith has claimed His protection will Christ permit to pass under
the enemy’s power.” The Desire of Ages, 490.5.
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Romans 8:27 “And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints
according to the will of God.”

* Corinthians 2:9-11 “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed
them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man,
save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.”

The Holy Spirit has a will (sovereign).

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same
Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God
which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given
to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the
word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by
the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of
tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these
worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as he will.”

The Holy Spirit is good.

*Ps. 143: 10 (NKJV) “Teach me to do Your will, For You are my God;
Your Spirit is good.”

Nehemiah 9:20 (NKJV) “You also gave Your good Spirit to instruct
them, And did not withhold Your manna from their mouth, And gave
them water for their thirst.”

The Holy Spirit loves.

Romans 5:5 “And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto
us.”

Romans 15:30 “Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus
Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with
me in your prayers to God for me;”

The Holy Spirit is holy.
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John 16:13-15 “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine,
and shall shew it unto you. 15 All things that the Father hath are mine:
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”

* The Holy Spirit was intimately involved in Christ's earthly mission.
Matthew 1:20 “But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel
of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.”

Matthew 3:16 “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him.”
Mark 1:12 “And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the
wilderness.”

Luke 4:14 “And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee:
and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about."
Matthew 12:28 “But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the
kingdom of God is come unto you.”

Hebrews 9:14 “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

Romans 8:11 “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the
dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.”

Acts 10:38 “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.”

* The Holy Spirit appointed workers.

Acts 13:2 “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost
said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have
called them.”

Acts 20:28 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”

* The Holy Spirit directed the believers.
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converting, enlightening, sanctifying, would be His donation, because
He would give all gifts in one.” Manuscript 44, 1898.11.

* The Holy Spirit is a person.

“The Holy Spirit always leads to the written Word. The Holy Spirit is
a person; for He beareth witness with our spirits that we are the
children of God. When this witness is borne, it carries with it its own
evidence.” White, Manuscript 10, 1906, 31. The Holy Spirit has a
personality, else He could not bear witness to our spirits and with our
spirits that we are the children of God. He must also be a divine
person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie hidden in the
mind of God. ‘For what man knoweth the things of a man save the
spirit of man, which is in him; even so the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God.””” Manuscript 10, 1906, 32.

* The Holy Spirit is a mystery.

"The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it,
because the Lord has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful
views may bring together passages of Scripture and put a human
construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will not
strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, ... silence is golden.”
The Acts of the Apostles, 52.1.

* The Holy Spirit is one of three living person of the Heavenly Trio.
*“There are three living persons of the heavenly trio; in the name of
these three great powers—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—
those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized, and these powers
will co-operate with the obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts to
live the new life in Christ.” Manuscript 21, 1906.11.

Appendices
Actions Manifesting the Personhood of the Holy Spirit

Here is the section mentioned earlier where verses indicating the Holy
Spirit is a person—more than a mere influence—are listed. All of these
references have already appeared in earlier sections of this study.

* Christ referred to the Holy Spirit using the masculine pronoun.
John 15:26 “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from
the Father, he shall testify of me.”
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The Holy Spirit is referred to as “holy” at least 89 times.3

Psalms 51:11 (NKJV) “Do not cast me away from Your presence, And
do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.”

The Holy Spirit is a mystery. 9

John 3:8 “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.”

The Holy Spirit in the Scriptures
The Holy Spirit was Active in Old Testament Times

*QGenesis 1:2 (NKJV) “The earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters.”10

Genesis 6:3 (NKJV) “And the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive
with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one
hundred and twenty years.”

Genesis 41:38 (NKJV) “And Pharaoh said to his servants, ‘Can we
find such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit of God?’”

Exodus 28:3 (NKJV) “So you shall speak to all who are gifted
artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may
make Aaron’s garments, to consecrate him, that he may minister to Me
as priest.”

Exodus 31:2-3 (NKJV) “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of
Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3 And I have filled him with

8. Jo Ann Davidson, “A Power or Person: The Nature of the Holy Spirit,” Journal of the
Adventist Theological Society, 27 (2016): 35.

9.  “The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord
has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of
Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will not
strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human
understanding, silence is golden.” The Acts of the Apostles, 52.1.

10. For further discussion see Richard M. Davidson, “The Nature and Work of the Holy
Spirit in  the Pentateuch” (2016). Faculty Publications. 862.  (https:/
/digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pubs/862): Davidson, a professor at the Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary, provides persuasive evidence for the Holy Spirit in
twelve verses in the Pentateuch (Gen 1:2; 6:3; 41:38; Exod 31:3; 35:31; Num. 11:17, 25,
26, 29; 24:2; 27:18; Deut 34:9), arguments for including three other verses (Exod 15:8, 10;
28:3) and typological indications of the Holy Spirit in the Sanctuary service.
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the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in
all manner of workmanship,”

*Exodus 35:31 (NKJV) “He has filled him with the Spirit of God, in
wisdom and understanding, in knowledge and all manner of
workmanship,"

Numbers 11:17 (NKJV) “Then [ will come down and talk with you
there. I will take of the Spirit that is upon you and will put the same
upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, that
you may not bear it yourself alone.”

*Numbers 11:25 (NKJV) “Then the Lord came down in the cloud, and
spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that was upon him, and placed the
same upon the seventy elders; and it happened, when the Spirit rested
upon them, that they prophesied, although they never did so again.”

Numbers 11:26 (NKJV) “But two men had remained in the camp: the
name of one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad. And the
Spirit rested upon them. Now they were among those listed, but who
had not gone out to the tabernacle; yet they prophesied in the camp.”

Numbers 11:29 (NKJV) “Then Moses said to him, ‘Are you zealous
for my sake? Oh, that all the Lord's people were prophets and that the
Lord would put His Spirit upon them!””

Numbers 24:2 (NKJV) “And Balaam raised his eyes, and saw Israel
encamped according to their tribes; and the Spirit of God came upon
him.”

*Numbers 27:18 (NKJV) “And the Lord said to Moses: “Take Joshua
the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your
hand on him;”

Deuteronomy 34:9 (NKJV) 9 “Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of
the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the
children of Israel heeded him, and did as the LORD had commanded
Moses.”11

Judges 3:9-10 (NKJV) “When the children of Israel cried out to the
Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer for the children of Israel, who
delivered them: Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. 10
The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel. He went

11.  For a complete discussion see Keith Mattingly, “The Laying on of Hands on Joshua:
An Exegetical Study of Numbers 27:12-23 and Deuteronomy 34:9” (Ph.D. dissertation,
Andrews University, 1997). A summary of relevant information for this study can be found
in Richard Davidson, 46-55.
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Before that Gift could be bestowed, the Church of heaven was stirred
to its unfathomable depths. Of all His infinite resources, God gave the
whole. The three representative powers of the Godhead, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit (emphasis added), were pledged to carry
out God’s plan for the salvation of the lost race. Thus fully did the
Lord engage the heavenly universe in the work of redemption. How
few understand and appreciate this infinite sacrifice! Manuscript 139.
1907.10.

* Threefold powers in heaven

“Let it into your soul. It is all waiting to take possession of the heart.
The threefold powers in heaven (emphasis added) are waiting to lift up
for you a standard against the enemy, as you draw nigh to God in
humble prayer, and let your petition take right hold of the Mighty One.
Manuscript 229. 1902.41.

* Threefold powers in the heavenly world

Christ has given you a work to do. His commission is, Go through and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost (emphasis added).
Before the disciples shall compass the threshold, there is to be the
imprint of the sacred name, baptizing the believers in the name of the
threefold powers in the heavenly world (emphasis added). The human
mind is impressed in this ceremony, the beginning of the Christian
life. It means very much. The work of salvation is not a small matter,
but so vast that the highest authorities are taken hold of by the
expressed faith of the human agency. The Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, the eternal Godhead (emphasis added) is involved in the
action required to make assurance to the human agent to unite all
heaven to contribute to the exercise of human faculties to reach and
embrace the fulness of the threefold powers (emphasis added) to unite
in the great work appointed, confederating the heavenly powers
(emphasis added) with the human, that men may become, through
heavenly efficiency, partakers of the divine nature and workers
together with Christ. Manuscript 45. 1904.16.

Quotations on the Holy Spirit

* The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Godhead.
“Christ gave His representative, the third person of the Godhead, the
Holy Spirit. This gift could not be excelled. The divine Spirit,
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live henceforth in newness of life—to live a new life. You are born
unto God, and you stand under the sanction and the power of the three
holiest beings in heaven (emphasis added), who are able to keep you
from falling. You are to reveal that you are dead to sin; your life is hid
with Christ in God. Hidden “with Christ in God”—wonderful
transformation. [Colossians 3:3.] This is a most precious promise.
When I feel oppressed and hardly know how to relate myself toward
the work that God has given me to do, I just call upon the three great
Worthies (emphasis added), and say: You know I cannot do this work
in my own strength. You must work in me, and by me, and through
me, sanctifying my tongue, sanctifying my spirit, sanctifying my
words, and bringing me into a position where my spirit shall be
susceptible to the movings of the Holy Spirit of God upon my mind
and character.” Manuscript 95, 1906.29.

* Three holy dignitaries of heaven

“The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the three holy dignitaries of
heaven (emphasis added), have declared that they will strengthen men
to overcome the powers of darkness. All the facilities of heaven are
pledged to those who by their baptismal vows have entered into a
covenant with God. Manuscript 92. 1901.26.

» Three Personalities

When you baptize them, and you see that they are in error in any
respect, do you, any one of you that feel that you have a message from
God, go to them kindly, and tell them, between them and you alone,
where their trouble is, and where their difficulties will come in unless
they change the course of their action? This is the work that is to rest
upon us. And then what? Why, it says, “Baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” [Verse 19.] Three
personalities; and these three personalities (emphasis added) are the
pledged power from God that His people shall have, if they have been
baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost. (emphasis added) Now there is no excuse for souls to be left in
ignorance and weakness if they will be gospel believers, if they will
carry out these principles, and know that the three great Worthies, the
Powers in heaven (emphasis added), are pledged to the church of God
that will work in harmony with Christ’s teachings. Manuscript 139,
1906.15.

* Three representative powers of the Godhead
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out to war, and the Lord delivered Cushan-Rishathaim king of
Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed over Cushan-
Rishathaim.”

*Judges 6:34 (NKJV) “But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon;
then he blew the trumpet, and the Abiezrites gathered behind him.”

Judges 11:29 “Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he
passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead,
and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto the children of
Ammon.”

Judges 13:24-25 (NKJV) “So the woman bore a son and called his
name Samson; and the child grew, and the Lord blessed him. 25 And
the Spirit of the Lord began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan
between Zorah and Eshtaol.”

Judges 14:5-6 (NKJV) “So Samson went down to Timnah with his
father and mother, and came to the vineyards of Timnah. Now to his
surprise, a young lion came roarin